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DATE DEPARTMENT | COMMITTEE/SOCIETY COORDINATORS NAME

24/02/2022 & History History Department Prof. Vandana Joshi

25/02/2022 Association (Convener and Teacher-in-
charge)

TIME VENUE NUMBER OF NATURE:

PARTICIPANTS Outdoor/Indoor;

online/offline/hybrid

DAY | - 2:00-4:00 PM MS TEAMS 100 Online

DAY Il —4:30-6:30 PM ZOOM

FINANCIAL Histpry Association funds

SUPPORT/ASSISTANC

E (if any):

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY

Two Day International Online Conference Based on the
Theme of “PERSPECTIVES ON WORLD WAR II”

OBJECTIVES

e To explore the different perspectives of Second World

War through the researches and experiences of the guest
Speakers

e To pay tribute to our late Prof. Neeraj Sahay through a
memorial lecture

METHODOLOGY The Day 1 speakers from Krea University and 1T Guwahati
focused largely on making the students aware of the military
aspect of the Second World War discussing largely about the
military institutions and education system during 1900-1945
and also about the Royal Indian Air Force unit that got
established during wartime.

On Day 2 the speakers from various other eminent universities
and institutions through amazing presentations and researches
made the audience aware about the different unsung
perspectives of the Second World War like the experiences of
coloured South African POWSs in Europe, the K6 in the
European countries and the role of women in wartime .

Lastly the students got the opportunity to explore the
perspectives and the conditions of the Indian soldiers during the
war through the laudable artwork of Prof. Annu P. Matthew .




INVITED SPEAKERS
WITH AFFILIATION
DETAILS
(IF ANY)

DAY 1

Dr. Aashique Igbal, Associate Professor, Krea
University, Andhra Pradesh

Dr. Vipul Dutta, Assistant Professor, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Guwahati, Assam

DAY 2

Dr. Ghee Bowman, Freelance Researcher, United
Kingdom

Dr. Diya Gupta, Institute of Historical Research,
University of London, United Kingdom

Ms. Rishika Yadav, Doctoral Candadate, London
School of Economics and Political Science, England

Ms. Urvi Khaitan, Doctoral Candidate, University of
Oxford, England

Prof. Annu P. Matthew,Professor of Art, University of
Rhode Island, Kingston, United States

OUTCOMES

The Students got the opportunity to view the war from
different unexplored perspectives apart from the
conventional nationalistic one.

The presentations made by the speakers on their path
breaking researches made the audience aware about the
effect and the consequences war had on the lives of the
ordinary people like women, the Indian soldiers ,
labours etc.

The racial and the gender biases that were practiced by
the imperial powers were also brought under the
spotlight.

The students also learnt that how art can play a crucial
role in shaping the politics of the remembrance and in
understanding the trauma that the Indian soldiers went
through while being treated as mere pawns by the
British colonial army.
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Feedback:

a. Alok Balram T(balramtalok3@gmail.com) -

Very wonderfull sessions. Actually i enjoy sessions very much....... And it was very grateful to attend
a session with prestigious personalities.......But the only one thing that for me to add is, if the
information about our programme had informed some days before, it will help us to research more

about the topic and we can use sessions more productive.

b. Vyshnav Rajnath(vyshnavrajnath@gmail.com-

I was surprised.DU has quite the reach and resources. As for the sessions. They were great. First
session on the Royal Indian Airforce and the session from Dr Bowman were my favourite. The time
limits were a bit stretched so it did get boring at times along the way. Great guests and good
presentation. Loved you guys coordinations too. You guys must have gotten a lot of heat from the
dept for the irregular attendance on day one.I'm sorry about that. Thank you for the the great work
you do.

c. Aditi Vats(vatsaditiz9@agmail.com)-

These 2 days of seminars have been very informative, helpful and valuable. The spirit and
enthusiasm as well as the humour of the presenters contributed towards making the sessions more
intriguing. It was a great opportunity to get a more detailed insight about the period of the war.
Absolutely loved this learning experience.

d. Vedansh Puri(vedanshpuri@gmail.com)-

Both the sessions organized by the history department of our college were very informative and
helped me learn a lot of new things.

e. Chetna(chetnauttwal@gmail.com)-

Actually modern history of India is not my kind, but all the sessions were very informative specially
World War Il and role of women.

f. Alabhya(alabhyapandey23@gmail.com)-

First of all I'm glad that | was part of such insightful sessions and | extend my heartfelt gratitude to
the Department of History and History Department Student's Association of Sri Venkateswara
College for organizing this brilliant annual festival. World War 2 is a concept that still remains
contemporary and recent under the History of Modern days. Almost all the sessions were really
thought provoking and structured in a manner that one could make most out of it.
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Speakers presented a totally different point of view in their lectures. World war 2 was fought
between the alied and axis powers, these cached my concentration and made me realize how does
this event affected most of the colonies, including India in very different manner. The Bengal
feminine that took place in 1943, was the topic that was very well touched upon, since it is still not
part of mainstream discussions, having a brilliant session over it was quit thought provoking.

Looking at the formation of India Air force (or the Royal Indian Air force) and development of
Indian millitry and their education reveals how Indai has evolved since then. And what were the
colonial struggles that even Indians at the British service had to go through.

Involvement of Women in the war was something very new for me as the isn't touched upon in our
History textbooks but this session encouraged me to read more on this topic and explore more in this
under the academic research that is going on.

Archives were very well utilized to give us a more clear visual perspective that time period. It helped
me in understanding the psychology of colonial solders at both micro and macro levels. | was really
impressed by this topic of discussion and will surely read more on this.

More or Less the all the sessions were really fruitful for our academic and social development. The
only thing that I think could have been added was a group discussion among the speakers
themselves, as it would have added a few opinions and ideas of different topics with different
perspective. But looking at the situation it was organized in, I think the QnA session fulfilled the
purpose.

Overall the two day festival was brilliantly organized and managed.

Arya Lahiri(cocoalahiri@gmail.com)-

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of the Department of History and the History Students '
Association of Sri Venkateswara College and of our professors, seniors and classmates who were
associated with the organisation of this fest.

The Second World War is one of those occurences that had changed the course of history. A lot has
been researched, a lot has been written and yet, a lot is left to be found out.

This is where our speakers have played a pioneering role, raising questions that have come to few's
minds. No longer are lectures confined to the Democrats vs Fascists debate, but proper analysis are
being made how even the towering democrats were quite oppressive in character in their attitudes to
the colonies including India which had to pay the price of 4.3 million lives as a part of the Bengal
Famine of 1943. Being someone from Bengal who has read about it in several pieces of literature it
captured my imagination in its highest level of poignancy and yet happy that thus subject is being
discussed, though late, but at least better than never.

The establishment of the Royal Indian Air Force and later the Indian Force was a turning point of
India’s military history, an arm of the military that have been responsible in India's victory in so
many armed conflicts pre and post independence. Furthermore, the predicaments the 'sepoys' serving
in the British armies had to face is something that is hardly touched in books or curriculums.

The position of women during these ghoulish years and their participation has been hardly touched
upon, but the sessions aroused my interests to delve further into this subject, which had been for long
in a deep state of slumber.


mailto:cocoalahiri@gmail.com)-

The importance of archives have emanated from these webinars for they house documents,
photographs and other such important sources that enable a better comprehension of these period.The
sufferings and sentiments of those who'd to serve even though the war was not their own has been
strongly reflected in the pages and pictures that have been enclosed in these files.

The Q and A session was absolutely enthralling for this gave an opportunity to many to quench their
inquiry. The sessions became far more intriguing by the questions that were raised followed by a
mini group discussion between our esteemed speakers and professors that brought in new
perspectives to the discussion of such newer topic.

Thus the organisers must be strongly credited for creating such an enlightening atmosphere in such
trying circumstances. The two day fest though online touched the hearts of all those who attended it.

. Gajala Parveen-

Felt like an excursion back on schedule to the themes that were examined. In excess of a meeting it
seemed like an encounter that had an extraordinary knowledge, it was connecting as well as
educational. Presenters enthralled us with their brilliant presentations. Got an opportunity to learn
numerous new things. Consideration of records of genuine individuals of the time, | had the option to
see from their perspective with the assistance of a variety of photographs, recordings, and
customized excrepts; all gratitude to Dr Bowman. The genuine passionate home letters from Dr
Diya's show recently were the most piercing part; every single component being deciphered
diversely till date is an entrancing perspective to it and how those lines really held some part or
perhaps their whole resides gave me unmistakable goosebumps. The presentation through Ms Urvi's
investigation of predicament of ladies, their endeavors to keep themselves above water during the
Bengal starvation, truly took my breath away. We regularly talk about chronicled occasions, yet
seldom inspect the influencing features which had an incredible arrangement to accomplish for those
individuals until what | encountered over the past two days.

Yogesh Kumar(yk19020@gmail.com)-

It was quite an elightening and interesting session that gave us immense knowledge and awareness
regarding the different perspectives of World War which are often neglected by us as students. |
personally got fascinated with the presentation of Prof. Annu P Mathew aho through her brilliant
artwork and photography pieces brought under the spotloight the experiences and the perspectives of
the Indian soldiers who were treated as mere pawns during the war by the colonial government .
Overall it was a quite brain storming conference that amplified my knowlwdge.
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Prof. Neeraj Sahay Memorial Lecture
Emotional Histories of India in the Second World
War

DR. DIYA GUPTA
Institute of Historical Research, University of
London, United Kingdom.

How art can play a role in shaping the politics
of remembrance - The UNREMEMBERED:
Indian soldiers of World War |l

PROF. ANNU PALAKUNNATHU MATTHEW
Professor of Art, University of Rhode Island, Kingston,
United States.
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Voyages in Vilayet: Force Ké in France, Britain and
Germany, 1939-1945

DR. GHEE BOWMAN
Freelance Researcher, United Kingdom

Identity, Prejudice, and the Second World War:
Analysing the Experiences of Coloured South
African POWsin Europe

MS.RISHIKAYADAV

Doctoral Candidate, London School of Economicsand Political
Science, England

These are not ordinary women: Empire, Famine, and
Labour in Second World War India
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Doctoral Candidate, University of Oxford, England
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Lirnmala Tiupati Devasthaname
Sri Venkateswara College
(University of Delhi)

CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the International Online Conference: Perspectives On World

War II was successfully conducted on 24" & 25" February 2022 from DAY I:

2:00-4:00 PM, DAY II: 4:30-6:30 PM by the Department of History in the Online
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mode and its event report has been submitted to IQAC for records.
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