TEACHER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 2020 - 2021

FACULTY: Humanities DEPARTMENT/History 1QAC ACTIVITY No: SVC/2020-21/HIST/VJ/1

NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: Documentaries on European Art (Baroque, Rococo and Modern Art)

DATE FACULTY DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEE | COORDINATOR NAME
15.03.21 to0 31.03.21 Vandana Joshi History Vandana Joshi

TIME VENUE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS | NATURE: Outdoor/Indoor
During Class MS Teams 23-30 Indoor
SUPPORT/ASSISTANCE: | Online learning Platform

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY (CRITERION NO.IV ,Learning Resources, V):

TOPIC/SUBIJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY

Documentaries on European art, architecture and artists: Baroque, Rococo and
Modern Art: Impressionism

OBJECTIVES

To acquaint students with artistic spaces, creations, artists, their subjects and
social contexts through art documentaries. My idea was to make history classes
on art and architecture visually rich, accessible, relatable, believable and
understandable to students. Waldemar Januszczak, a Polish-British art critic
and documentary maker, does it with great acumen and flourish through a
series of documentaries called “Perspective” available on YouTube. He takes his
viewers to actual locations where great works of art were produced. He
dramatizes the scenario of the art world in the yesteryears for us in London,
Paris, Rome, Venice and the countryside, to bring the historical context alive as
he shows us the works of art in different time periods of early modern and
modern Europe.

METHODOLOGY

| use MS Teams Screen Sharing platform for collective viewing with class. After
a brief introduction | start playing the film, pausing it sometimes to explain the
context and spell out difficult names of people and places in languages such as
German, French or Italian.

OUTCOMES

Students’ class tests and written assignments improved remarkably after
watching these films. There were animated discussions in the class room and a
few volunteered to make presentations in class. Several of them sent feedback
to me on their experience with visual learning. Some of them are attached as
proof.

PROOFS & DOCUMENTS ATTACHED (Tick mark the proofs attached):

Notice & Letters Student list of participation Activity report | Photos Feedback form
Feedback analysis | Students enrolled for BA Hons From the Feedback from
VI semester and BA Programme website students in
VI semester, response to an
email circular
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Evidence/proof

Item 1.

| edited a book for BA Hons students which contains three chapters on European Art, For BA Hons Il

year (Modern European History). They cover topic no. Xlll as under:

Paper XXII - History of Modern Europe -II (1780-1939) XIII. Cultural and Intellectual

Developments since circa 1850:

b] Creation of new cultural forms: from Romanticism to Abstract Art.
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Cultural Currents, the second part of the book contains the following 3 chapters on Art and
culture:

6 The Spider versus the Bee: Early Modernism in European Literature and Painting
Kimberly Morse Jones

7 ‘All That is Solid Melts into Air’: Later Modernism in European Painting and Literature
Kimberly Morse Jones

8 Reading Marx and Wearing Jeans: Aspects of Popular Culture in Modern Europe
Guillaume de Syon

Item 2.

These chapters are discussed after the screening of the following series of Perspective:

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzjRJzhnn8k History's Greatest Impressionists
(Arts Documentary) | Perspective

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4DMMycMphk&t=304s Impressionism's Most
Daring Innovators (Art History Documentary) | Perspective

3. https://iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=axfOAfL4ftl &t=2880s Dying Years Of
Impressionism (Art History Documentary) | Perspective

4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WByxidQTk9E&list=PL5JqSulvtmAOZzE7Eg6Q4uyXgma

2zEG]j2 History's Forgotten Impressionists (Art History Documentary) | Perspective

For BA Programme Students History (Paper 4: Cultural Transformations in
Early Modern Europe- Il (1500-1800) DSE for the rubric

[b] Art from Baroque to Rococo and Neo Classicism

5. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5z2yUX5xig0 The Birth of Baroque (Art History
Documentary) | Perspective

6. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waKWPSDUZ54 Baroque's Dark Heart (Art
History Documentary) | Perspective

7. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZLblyYnrk0 The *Crude’ Art Of Pleasure: Life In
The Rococo Age (Art History Documentary) | Perspective

8. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1UA YvKanc Rococo: The Flamboyant Late
Baroque Period (Art History Documentary) | Perspective

9. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEIJfpUZ5-0 Art 201: Neoclassicism

Item 3.
The Documentary Screening Webpage:-



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzjRJzhnn8k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4DMMycMphk&t=304s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axf0AfL4ftI&t=2880s
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Item 4.
Presentation by a student Pranita Vishvakarma BAH VI on Art of the 20™ century (Van Gogh
and Picasso):-

Youre a presenter now.

PRANITA V
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Email requesting for feedbacks/ experiences in reference to the documentary.
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feedback on documentary on

impressionism and modern art »

0 Vandana Joshi

Dear All,

In the course of online teaching this sem | showed you four
documentaries by the art historian Waldemar Januszczak on the
above topics of modern European history.

| feel that it was a great pedagogical tool for teaching-learning. |
am sure you feel the same.

| would like to make it a regular feature of teaching even after
resuming face-to-face teaching.

| now invite you all to share your experience of watching these
documentaries on MS Teams together. Some of you talked
about it in class during discussions, some others hesitated to
express themselves. Please do it now in response to this email
Thank you very much in anticipation of your cooperation.
Regards,

Vandana Joshi

Associate Professor

Department of History

Sri Venkateswara College

Item 5. FEEDBACKS:-

1. Satya Dewan, email: satyadewan2000@gmail.com BA Hons VI sem.

Good Evening ma'am,
Documentaries were a very interesting way of learning about
Impressionism , | feel that documentaries as a part of the

curriculum made it more interesting and being able to see
visuals of the work / painters over time was definitely more
interesting than just reading about it

Thank you
Regards
Satya Dewan
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2.Pranita Vishwakarma, B.A., History (hons.), 3" year , Email id: p.vishuz@gmail.com
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ts,) Pranita Vishwakarma

Good Evening M |

When we first started with the online module of teaching, the
standout was the ability of using the tools that most of us had
access to, though never coordination to be able to discuss.
From caricature and maps during our study of the French
Revolution to the documentaries used in our study into art
history, it truly has been the factor that has changed the face of
our classes. Our college is equipped with great technological
hardware for this purpose, which was used on occasion, though
we now know how much can be gained from making ample use
of it.

Not only can we see the pictures we want to, immediately, at our
fingertips and share it with the class, every minute detail can be
zoomed into, whilst the discussions run free. When it comes to
studying the history of places most of us have never set foot in,
it was wonderful to get a virtual tour of it to understand the
history that the places hold, whether it was Berlin or Rome and
that too from an easily available public domain like Google Ear!

It was even more convenient that the professor was well
acquainted with the places, and could explain the experience
much better to us with the help of this.

For me, personally, as a visual thinker it was difficult to
understand the jargon of newer topics that we studied, though
these pictorial and cinematographic avenues helped me get the
base from where understanding the same material became
much easier. This especially proved true with art history. | was
meant to do an assignment on the same figures that most of us
hear about several times even in a day. However, approaching
the same as a scholar of history was a perplexing task because
most of the books that jumped straight into analyzing the art
that | had to keep going back and forth to look at. This is when
the videos from the art critic and historian Waldemar
Januszczak were televised in our class, and it gave me a whole
new perspective (with the aptly named YouTube channel of the
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base from where understanding the same material became
much easier. This especially proved true with art history. | was
meant to do an assignment on the same figures that most of us
hear about several times even in a day. However, approaching
th me as a scholar of history was a perplexing task becau:
most of the books that jumped straight into analyzing the art
that | had to keep going back and forth to look at. This is when
s from the art critic and historian Waldemar

zak were televised in our ¢ , and it gave me a whole
new perspective (with the aptly named YouTube channel of the
same name). Art history has many facets, including the age it is
made in and the life of the individual who is of interest. There are
some wonderful books available for the same, however art was
so visual that it became difficult to understand it merely by
reading of the texture and vibrancy, how would one ever grasp
the effect of the work, until one could see it, from several
different perspectives. The documentary answered all these
woes and more with the brilliant production that has gone into
this work. Looking at a Van Gogh, as a flat picture and seeing it
as it sits in Amsterdam and London as a bystander would,
completely changed how the painting appeared, the brilliance of
each brushstroke was clear as day. There were technical issues
that could probably be dealt with much better in person,
however they were few and far in between and could be easily
brought up. And, it isn't just art history that has pictures, after all
technology is fairly new and people have used whatever was at
their disposal to influence the masses. French Revolution is
another such example with a vibrant visual cultural history
attached to it. These images associated with it are integral to its
understanding and easily available, though not as easily
navigable to a newcomer to the study of Europe. This is where
our professor's prowess combined with technology came into
play. Seeing these images as we have in the last two semesters
has changed what we take away from class each day. At the end
of the day, the imprint of what we see and hear truly staysin a
way that is unlike what we had before, enriching every
discussion that we had in class.
Regards,
Pranita Vishwakarma
BA History Hons,, llird Year
(0618501)
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3. Saniya Nautiyal, B.A., History (hons.), 3" year , Email id: nautiyalsaniyasheero@gmail.com
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Good evening ma'am

Definitely! We enjoyed and appreciated art much better through
the documentaries which might've not been possible without
videos, especially since the topic was visual arts related.

This is one of the advantages of online learning, it ma

tools more accessible to us if we have a stable internet
connection. Art history without visual support wouldn't have had
the same richness, besides, we also got a good background of
the artists themselves. | feel that the documentaries made the
context of impressionism much clearer, like the historical setting
of the movement, the spatial setting, and the economic and
social struggle that 19th century artists had to face. One can
hardly grasp the importance of a flat brush as opposed to a
round brush and how that would've impacted art. But the
documentaries highlighted the significance of such seemingly
subtle changes and when one actually sees the work of a flat
brush on video, one can make out how it changes the painting,
and how it was something that became characteristic of an
impressionist artwork. Similarly, how the coming of tube paints
was a revolutionary step in art that came along with
industrialization, was something that showed us how one
movement aided the other. All this information when put along
with visions of 19th century Europe, gave us an entire picture of
where impressionism was placed in history and how it came
about. It showed us the status of women artists and critics, the
challenges they faced whenever they tried to enter the public
sphere, how male artists regarded them, in that sense a
documentary gives us a very intersectional and holistic pictu

of the topic, which maybe a reading might've skipped on. There
would have probably been a separate reading on women artists,
which most students wouldn't have bothered to go through. But
since a documentary has a time limit, it generally tries to cover
all aspects of the topic, in this case, impressionism.
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Moreover, it's a proven fact that visual aid helps with studies and
especially for a subject like history, it can be extremely effective
And not just with art history, but with topics like French
Revolution, Nazism, Fascism, Industrialization, visual tools can
be of immense help, since these movements and ideologies
have great depths that might get lost in someone's brain when
they're simply trying to cram before exams. All the
aforementioned movements/ideologies involved multiple
symbols that feel abstract if not seen via a visual medium. Like
the liberty tree festivals and guillotine toys of revolution era
France. The sole reason why there's so many films and media
on the Holocaust is because it was something so horrifying that
it's impossible for someone to get the graveness of the situation
by simply reading about it. Propaganda posters, the grand
salutes and speeches, mass mobilizations, new machines,
coming of factories, soot covered cities, poverty and
helplessness during wars, shanty towns and slum dwellings, are
only some examples of things that would impact a student of
modern European history much better with visual aid. Of course
this is not to say documentaries can be an alternative to
readings, but they can help us grasp the concepts we read
much more easily. Besides, as students are stuck at home with
minimal to no interaction, just staring at a blank screen and
listening to lectures can get mundane and visual tools can help
bring our attention back.

| also don't see why documentaries and other visual aid should
only be limited to online learning. Personally, | would love it if we
could watch films and documentaries related to what we study
in the physical classrooms too. They can easily be projected on
a whiteboard. Including visual aid in regular classes is a very
constructive move, and | think the majority of our class would
agree. We are eagerly looking forward to watching more fruitful
documentaries and learning from them.

Thank you so much, ma'am.

Sincerely,
Saniya Nautiyal
0618073
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4. Anirudh Kaushal, B.A., History (hons.), 3" year , Email id: anirudhk720@gmail.com
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Anirudh Kaushal
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Good evening ma'am,

Modern art was one such topic, which seemed quite theoratical
and lenghty to me on a personal level. Hence, when you decided
to show us the documentaries on impressionism and modern
art, | was looking forward to it. Although, at times the video
lagged, but those were very riveting and informative. |
thoroughly enjoyed Waldemar's work and even re-watched the
first three documentaries.

In this pandemic, where we were facing considerable
impediments in keeping with the course due to reasons beyond
our control, the documentaries acted as a simple and
convenient method of learning about Modern art. Throughout
the year, through presentations and lively debates, the History of
Modern Europe became much more easier to comprehend.
Discourse relating to ground breaking events, like the French
Revolution, Industrialization, Rise of Nazism, Fascism, Russian
Revolution etc helped me form a better understanding of today. |
feared online classes would act as an obstruction, but even
without the physical classes, the methods adopted to teach the
course got through to me and i can safely assume the same is
true for the rest of the class.

With warm regards

5. Swechha Sikaria, B.A., History (hons.), 3" year, Email id: sikariaswechha@gmail.com

Dear Ma'am,
Thank you for your email. Hope you are keeping well.

The documentaries truly were a great way of understanding the
topic.

Given that History is essentially a theoretical subject, the use of
something practical and pictorial helped me in understanding
the nuances of Impressionism and Modern Art better.

Moreover, the class discussion that followed after, allowed me to
think laterally about the topic.

The combination of film-watching, followed by an open
discussion in class is a great way of not only understanding but
also retaining any particular topic.

| truly feel confident about the knowledge that | have gained on
Impressionism and Modern Art due to the process. | cannot
thank you enough for it.

Best Regards,
Swechha Sikaria
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6. Abhinav Chandra, B.A., History (hons.), 3" year, Email id: abhinavchandra02699@gmail.com

Good evening Ma'am
The documentaries were very informative We would love to

continue this method, It is a more passive experience than
reading and therefore easier to remember, it is more beneficial

and enjoyable.
Thankyou Mam

On Sat, Mar 20, 2021, 16:19 Vandana Joshi <
wrote:

Feedback from B A Programme:-

1.)Rahul Singh, B.A. Programme, 3" year Email id: surajrahul.singh@gmail.com
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Rahul Singh <surajrahul singh il.com

Respected Ma'am,

During the course of this semester we were acquainted with art
history of Baroque and Rococo. For our comfort of online
classes and a better understanding of the subject you decided
to find informative, sublime and visually appealing
documentaries by Waldemar Januszczak.

While watching documentaries can feel tedious to students,
Waldemar brought an array of ideas to make his videos
interesting. Actually visiting the places of architecture, painting
and providing explanation with a touch of humour allowed us to
enjoy the documentaries thoroughly. It helped us in keeping our
focus alloted to the screen which isn't a trait of this generation in
terms of our attention span capabilities.

As | mentioned in the class, his idea of a pearl to draw
distinctions between the art forms was easily understandable: A
Perfect Pearl (Renaissance), Imperfect Pearl (Baroque), The
Whole Seabed (Rococo). His gallivanting nature allowed us to
cover parts of Italy, England, France and Germany, visiting the
vestiges of Early Modern Art

Starting with Baroque we covered well known figures like,
Bernini, Caravaggi Michaelangelo, Borromini, Caracci, Pozzo
and Ribera. Even being able to witness sites(although through
the screen) like Piazza, Saint Carlo, Saint Peters, Baldacchino
and get a first-hand experience of Pozzo's illusions. While on the
Naples tour we got to see the dark side of Baroque. The
background of the artists and what propelled them to create
these wonders, the context of the age, lifestyle and people's
perception was well constructed — how it was attracting us with
its grandeur was well-worth the time.

In the Rococo Age, we understood the impact of "Age of
Exploration" on art. In the first half, he was able to explain it to us
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In the Rococo Age, we understood the impact of "Age of
Exploration” on art. In the first half, he was able to explain it to us
through Pilgrim sites in Bavaria which were a true marvel,
especially the Basilica of 14 Helpers and Wieskirche. We were
introduced to personalities such as, Canaletto and Balthaser
Neumann. The frenzy of unusual animals such as Rhinos,
Ostrich and other kinds in everyday life as well as the impact of
fancy porcelain on European population was evident. Rococo
was full of honey traps. In the second life, the decadence of
Europe was at display. They were in pursuit of happiness as he
called it. Prominent people such as: Watteau, Francois Boucher,
Thomas Gainsborough and Fragonard were covered in his
video. He was able to relay the message of the "art of ease and
pleasure of Rococo" to his viewers. Various painting and how it
portrayed what people wanted in their life and how the society
seemed like was striking as an audience. It was trying to
enchant and entice you.

Allin all, Waldemar does a remarkable job in keeping his viewers
engaged in his videos. He was never drivelling away or creating
an atmosphere that would bore you. In reality, he was able to
concoct a flow of studying art that only handful can do. His
profundity on his subject truly made him seem like a
connoisseur of art. | would recommend this to anyone trying to
learn about Rococo and Baroque or maybe try some of his
other videos pertaining to the art history you're trying to learn

With Regards

Rahul Vishwapriy

BA Programme: 6th Semester
0118087

2.) Abhimanyu Singh Shekhawat, B.A. Programme, 3 year Email Id:

abhisimghshekhawat99@gmail.com
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From: Abhimanyu Singh Shekhawat

<abhisinghshekhawat99@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 2, 2021 at 3:47 PM

To: Vandana Joshi <vjoshi@svc.ac.in>

Respected Maam,

This is Abhimanyu Singh Shekhawat (0118141) of B.A
Programme, 3rd year.

| would like to go ahead and thank you for coming up with such
an innovative approach for teaching us through documentaries
which has helped me a lot and paid huge dividend in improving
my academic performance in the subject.

In my opinion History as a subject is all about the series of
stories, events and incidents which make up our syllabus.

We being a history students in the subcontinent have trouble
connecting with such stories and events that happened far
away in the west.

That is here, where interactive study through documentaries
and informative videos help us relate better and experience the
events and history virtually first hand and in a way esteemed
historians would have viewed these series of events.

This approach not only helped me in improving my grades but
rather broaden my perspective and knowledge, It intrigued me
even further to go beyond our set syllabus and know more and
enjoy history as a source of knowledge and unknown facts
rather than something to cram about being a part of our
syllabus.

Lastly, | would like to thank you again for coming up with this
idea and | would love to see this approach implemented even
further in offline mode when the classes resume.

Regards,

Abhimanyu Singh Shekhawat
0118141

B.A Programme,

Semester: 6

3.) Bhuvi Pandey, B.A. Programme, 3" year, Email Id: bhuvipandey23@gmail.com

From: bhuvi pandey <bhuvipandey23@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Mar 27, 2021 at 3:49 PM
To: Vandana Joshi <vjoshi@svc.ac.in>

Respected Ma'am,

It was a great experience learning with videos. They helped in
making the topics interesting through visuals and helped in
retaining them in memory. | watched them again after class and
made proper notes. As there was very less information in books,
i could easily get these topics at one place through these
videos. Also, it was a fun watching them.

Yours sincerely
Bhuvi Pandey
BA Programme, 6th semester
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4.) Pratik Sharma, B.A. Programme, 3" year, Email Id: sharmapratik3902@gmail.com

From: Pratik Sharma <sharmapratik3902@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Mar 29, 2021 at 3:07 AM
To: Vandana Joshi <vjoshi@svc.ac.in>

Respected Mam,

Firstly sorry for the late reply, i saw this email after your
whatsapp message. Coming to those documentaries shown
during history classes was something new to me. After covid
history classes were becoming monotonous in which we could
not interact properly and get to know everything you taught. But
after this initiative of yours, learning became fun as well as more
interesting. Being Indian we all can some way or the other relate
to our art, culture and society but learning about other areas of
the world became easier after | saw those videos.

| feel we should continue with this even after covid because
learning through visualisation is even better than the traditional
way of learning.

Thank you for doing this for all of us and once again sorry for
the delay in response.

Regards
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