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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY  
  

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF 
THE ACTIVITY  Nurturing Urban Commons 

OBJECTIVES  ● Create awareness about biodiversity conservation and restoration 
practices.  

● Introduce students to real-world environmental projects in urban and 
rural contexts.  

● Highlight community participation in ecological sustainability.  
● Provide insights into sustainable urban planning and environmental 

design. 

METHODOLOGY  ● The webinar was conducted in an online mode, ensuring wide 
participation and accessibility. 

● The speaker employed a thematic approach, covering biodiversity 
restoration, community engagement, and sustainable urban practices. 

● Practical examples, including Mangar Bani and urban ecological 
projects, were used to enhance conceptual understanding. 

● Emphasis was laid on participatory and grassroots methodologies in 
conservation efforts. 

● Students were actively engaged throughout the session through 
interactive discussions. 

● The session concluded with a structured Q&A segment to address 
queries and encourage critical thinking. 
 

INVITED SPEAKERS 
WITH AFFILIATION 
DETAILS (IF ANY)  

Ms. Nidhi Batra 
Sector Portfolio Manager – Biodiversity Conservation & Blue Economy 

at AFD, New Delhi, and Founder, Sehreeti Developmental Practices 
Foundation. 

OUTCOMES  ● Enhanced awareness of biodiversity conservation and ecological 
restoration. 

● Improved understanding of community-based sustainability   
practices 

● Provided insights into sustainable urban development. 
● Encouraged interest in interdisciplinary environmental careers. 
● Fostered critical thinking on environmental challenges. 
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ACTIVITY REPORT 

Chrysalis, the Biological Sciences Society of Sri Venkateswara College, organized an insightful 
webinar on 21st March 2026 focusing on biodiversity conservation and ecological restoration, with 
special emphasis on the Aravalli Hills. The session was led by Ms. Nidhi Batra, a development 
practitioner and environmental urban design expert, who brought in-depth field-based perspectives to 
the discussion. The session commenced with a brief introduction of the speaker by Dr. Pamil Tayal 
who highlighted Ms. Batra’s extensive experience in biodiversity conservation, sustainable urban 
design, and her contributions to environmental initiatives at both national and international levels. 

The session began with Ms. Batra introducing participants to various government-led initiatives aimed 
at restoring the biodiversity of the Aravalli Hills. She highlighted the ecological importance of the 
Aravalli range and discussed the increasing threats posed by rapid urbanisation, deforestation, and 
environmental degradation. Drawing from her own experiences, she shared how her journey into these 
projects emerged through her broader involvement in biodiversity conservation, offering students a 
practical understanding of career pathways in sustainability and development. 

A major focus of the session was Mangar Bani, a region known for its ecological and cultural 
significance. Ms. Batra described its rich biodiversity and the ongoing efforts to protect and preserve 
it. She emphasized the importance of working closely with local communities and explained how her 
team actively engages with residents to spread awareness about biodiversity loss. 

One of the key highlights of her work involved community-based initiatives centred around urban 
commons. She described how children in the village were encouraged to map their urban commons 
shared spaces such as forests, water bodies, and grazing lands that are integral to their daily lives. This 
activity went beyond simple mapping, enabling children to observe, understand, and connect with 
their environment. It fostered a deeper sense of awareness, ownership, and responsibility, thereby 
strengthening grassroots participation in conservation efforts. 

The session also shed light on the project titled “Revitalising the Blue-Green Infrastructure in 
Gurgaon,” which focuses on ecological restoration within an urban framework. Ms. Batra explained 
how the project adopts sustainable practices aimed at reducing carbon footprints while promoting 
resource efficiency. Materials such as malva, a construction by-product, were creatively reused to 
build functional structures like entrances and seating areas, reflecting principles of sustainability and 
circular economy. 

In addition, she introduced “Sheher-e-Mehfil (Humara Shehar, Humari Pehchaan),” a community-
driven radio initiative launched in 2016 and conducted in public spaces such as Hauz Khas. The 
platform provides citizens with an opportunity to express their thoughts and experiences about their 
city, fostering a sense of identity, ownership, and civic engagement. 

The session concluded with an interactive discussion, where students actively participated and posed 
thoughtful questions. Ms. Batra addressed these queries with clarity, making the session both 
engaging and insightful. 

Overall, the webinar offered a comprehensive understanding of biodiversity conservation through 
real-world examples and emphasized the importance of community involvement, sustainable 
practices, and environmental responsibility. The session left participants with a deeper appreciation of 
ecological challenges and inspired them to think critically about their role in building a more 
sustainable future. 
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