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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF| Competitions: Reimagining the great minds and Bio-Courtroom,
THE ACTIVITY Speaker Session- Urban River Management by Dr. Moumita
Karmakar
OBJECTIVES Reimagining the Great Minds
o Encourage creative scientific storytelling
o Develop digital content and communication skills
e Promote innovation and critical thinking
o Increase engagement with science and history
Bio-CourtRoom
o Build analytical and logical reasoning skills
o Encourage evidence-based scientific debates
o Improve teamwork and public speaking
o Enhance understanding of biological issues
Speaker Session
e Raise awareness about urban water challenges
e Provide insights into real-world case studies
e Introduce modern water management tools
e Encourage interactive and practical learning
METHODOLOGY * Individual registration open to all undergraduate students via

the Unstop platform.

Reimagining The Great Minds

» Participants had to select a historical scientist to be reimagined
within the 2026 digital and social landscape.

* Development of content through diverse mediums including
short-form video, digital profiles, blogs, or podcast.

» Strict adherence to a digital submission deadline of 6th April
2026.

» Evaluation of entries based on originality and thematic
execution, with finalists notified for an on-campus ceremony on
7th April 2026.

Bio-CourtRoom
* Participants formed teams of two
* Pre-released biological case topics were provided
* Competition was conducted in structured rounds:
1. Opening arguments (Prosecution vs Defence)
2. Rebuttals
3. Cross-questioning
e Preliminary round via online PPT screening, followed by on-
campus finals

o Judging based on accuracy, clarity, logic and presentation




Speaker Session
* Expert lecture supported by case studies and policy frameworks

* Discussion on real-life urban water issues (Delhi, Chennai, Bangalore,
etc.)

* Presentation of tools like urban water body diagnostic systems and
dashboards

* Interactive session addressing student queries and future involvement

INVITED Dr. Moumita Karmakar — Senior Programme Associate, Water and
SPEAKERS WITH Environment Vertical, National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA)
AFFILIATION
DETAILS (IF ANY)
OUTCOMES Reimagining The Great Minds

» Enhanced appreciation for scientific history and its modern
relevance
o Improved digital storytelling and content creation skills
o Increased student interaction and participation
e Recognition of participant efforts through prizes and certificates
Bio-CourtRoom
o Enhanced conceptual understanding of biological sciences
o Improved public speaking and debate abilities
o Better application of theory to practical scenarios
o Development of confidence, reasoning, and teamwork skills
Speaker Session
o Better understanding of urban water systems and sustainability
o Awareness of national missions and digital governance tools
o Exposure to innovative water assessment and planning
techniques
o Increased motivation for research and sustainable urban
development
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ACTIVITY REPORT

The Biological Sciences Society Chrysalis of Sri Venkateswara College successfully organized
Koshika’26 on 7th April 2026, a flagship academic event designed to promote scientific
inquiry, creativity and interdisciplinary engagement. The event was conceptualized as a
multidisciplinary academic platform comprising two student competitions : “Reimagining the
Great Minds” (online) and “Bio Courtroom” (offline) followed by the release of the
departmental magazine Verdure (9th Edition), a keynote lecture on Urban River
Management by Dr. Moumita Karmakar and felicitation ceremony.

The successful execution of the event was supported through collaborations and partnerships,
with Eppendorf serving as the sponsor, Urvann as the gifting partner and Summarise as the
media partner. Their contributions significantly enhanced the outreach and overall organization
of the event.

The competitions served as an integral component of the event, encouraging students to engage
with biological sciences through creative interpretation and analytical reasoning. While
“Reimagining the Great Minds” focused on digital storytelling and reinterpreting historical
scientists in a contemporary context, “Bio Courtroom” provided a dynamic platform for
structured scientific debate and application-based learning through real-world biological
issues.

Bio Courtroom was conducted in teams of two, the event challenged participants to critically
analyze contemporary biological issues such as gene editing, synthetic biology, agricultural
biotechnology, neurobiological enhancement, and biotechnology through structured
prosecution and defense arguments. Each team delivered two presentations supported by a
PowerPoint presentation of up to 10 slides, followed by a question-and-answer session that
tested the depth, clarity, and rebuttal skills of the participants. The competition emphasized
scientific accuracy, ethical reasoning, policy awareness, and effective communication,
encouraging students to engage with complex biological debates in a courtroom-style format.
Participants demonstrated remarkable analytical thinking, presentation skills, and
interdisciplinary understanding, making the event an intellectually stimulating and engaging
experience for all involved.

A major highlight of the event was the formal release of the 9th edition of “Verdure,” the annual
departmental magazine of the Department of Biological Sciences. Based on the theme “Urban
Biology: Life Within Cities,” the edition explored the relationship between biological systems
and urban environments, focusing on issues such as biodiversity, ecological resilience,
sustainability and human—environment interactions within cities.

Aditi Gaur, president of the Biological sciences society “Chrysalis”, introduced Koshika, and
the different events held under it. Then the Vice principal, Dr. Nandita Narayanasamy
addressed the gathering and felicitated the keynote speak, Dr. Moumita Karmakar with a
Cheriyal painting and a plant from Urvann. Then the coordinator Prof. Om Prakash Sharma,
felicitated the Vice Principal with a planter.

Dr Preeti Khandelwal addressed the gathering and introduced “Verdure” the official magazine
of biological sciences department, followed by the Editors-in-Chief, Bharti Kaswan and Jeeya
Arora, who elaborated on the conceptualization of the theme and the editorial process involved



in curating the edition. The publication featured a diverse collection of scientific articles,
opinion pieces, and creative expressions contributed by students. The official unveiling
ceremony was followed by a commemorative photo session with the Verdure team. The release
of Verdure celebrated student scholarship, creativity and the importance of academic
publishing within the department.

One copy each of Verdure was presented to Prof. Om Prakash Sharma, Dr. Nandita
Narayanasamy, Dr. Moumita Karmakar and the Bursar, S. Krishnakumar. Three additional
copies were distributed among the Verdure Department Representatives Dr. Sidhartha Taritla,
Dr. Pamil Tayal and Dr. Preeti Khandelwal, bringing the total number of distributed copies to
seven. An additional copy was retained for open release.

The event was further addressed by the Research and Development Heads who introduced the
first edition of our Biosciences manual, Spire. The inaugural edition centred on the theme of
CRISPR, while the theme for the upcoming second edition, Neurodivergence, was also
officially unveiled during the event. This initiative was led entirely by the R&D Heads, Shivam
Saini and Diptileena Sahu, along with their team, whose dedicated efforts and exceptional
coordination played a significant role in the successful execution of the project.

The event then proceeded to the keynote speaker session delivered by Dr. Moumita Karmakar,
Senior Programme Associate at the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA). Her lecture on
Urban Ecology and Urban River Management offered a comprehensive and interdisciplinary
perspective on sustainable urban development. She emphasized the interconnected nature of
urban water systems, including rivers, groundwater, wetlands and drainage networks,
highlighting how disruptions due to rapid urbanization and anthropogenic activities have led
to pressing challenges such as groundwater depletion, river degradation, biodiversity loss and
urban flooding. Dr. Karmakar further elaborated on national initiatives such as the City
Investments to Innovate, Integrate and Sustain (CITIS), the National Urban Digital Mission
and the National Urban Learning Platform, which aim to strengthen governance, inclusivity,
and data-driven urban planning. The concept of Integrated Urban Water Management (IUWM)
was discussed as a holistic framework integrating all water resources within a city. She also
introduced innovative tools such as the Urban Water Body Diagnostic Tool and highlighted
nature-based solutions like rainwater harvesting, bioremediation, and reuse of treated
wastewater. Global practices such as water-sensitive urban design and low-impact
development were also referenced to contextualize India’s approach within an international
framework. The session effectively connected scientific knowledge with policy
implementation and emphasized the urgent need for sustainable and resilient urban ecosystems.

The event concluded with a felicitation ceremony recognizing the outstanding performances in
both competitions. In “Reimagining the Great Minds,” Uzaif Ansari was awarded the first
position, followed by Riddhi Grover in second place receiving a cash prize of 800 and X700
respectively. In “Bio Courtroom,” Team Jhola (Harshajit Baruah and Trijal Chaturvedi)
emerged as the winners for their exceptional analytical reasoning and presentation skills and
received a cash prize of 1500 along with Eppendorf Timers. Sumit Das was recognized as the
best overall speaker.

Overall, Koshika’26 emerged as a highly successful academic initiative that effectively
integrated scientific learning, interdisciplinary dialogue, creative engagement and
environmental awareness. The event provided students with valuable opportunities to develop
analytical, communicative and collaborative skills while engaging meaningfully with



contemporary scientific and urban ecological challenges. Through its competitions, publication
release, expert lecture and collaborative partnerships, Koshika’26 reinforced the department’s
commitment to fostering holistic academic growth and socially relevant scientific discourse.



PERMISSION LETTER FOR ORGANIZING THE EVENT
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This is to certify that the Department of Biological Sciences, Sri
Venkateswara College, successfully organized its annual flagship event,
KOSHIKA’26, on 7 April 2026 in offline mode. The event included two
competitions— ‘Bio Courtroom’ and ‘Reimagining the Great Minds’, a
valedictory session by Dr. Moumita Karmakar (NIUA) on Urban River
Management, and the release of the 9th edition of Verdure. The event report
has been duly submitted to the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) for
record.

//\?5 % the. Migpen
Prof. Vartika Mathur
IQAC Coordinator




