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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY 

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF THE 
ACTIVITY  

 
DEPARTMENT ANNUAL SEMINAR:  
Sociologists and their Diaries: What can we learn from them?  

OBJECTIVES  
● To explore the significance of personal diaries in sociological and 

anthropological research. 
 

● To understand how diaries reveal subjectivity, reflexivity, and 
hidden narratives often absent in published works. 
 

● To engage students and scholars in critical discussions about 
unconventional sources of knowledge. 



METHODOLOGY ● Referencing diverse examples of diary writers 
 

● Engaging lecture with power-point presentation 
 

● Encouraging audience interaction through a Q&A session to deepen 
understanding. 

INVITED SPEAKERS WITH 
AFFILIATION DETAILS 
( IF ANY)  

Abhijit Dasgupta, 
Professor (Retd.), Department of Sociology, 
Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi 

OUTCOMES  
● Participants gained insights into the methodological and emotional 

dimensions of diary-keeping in social research. 
 

● The lecture highlighted the value of unpublished material and 
marginalized voices in academic discourse. 
 

● Students learned about the ethical concerns in using personal 
diaries as research data. 
 

● The event promoted interdisciplinary reflection on the blurred lines 
between academic objectivity and personal narrative. 
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   REPORT  

 

The Department of Sociology came together for one of its most cherished academic traditions, its 

Annual Lecture. This year's theme, "Sociologists and Their Diaries: What Can We Learn from 

Them?", centered on the overlooked yet deeply insightful medium of personal diaries in the 

discipline of sociology and anthropology. The guest speaker for the session was Professor Abhijit 

Dasgupta, a renowned academic whose work has significantly contributed to the field. 

Prof. Dasgupta formally commenced the lecture by introducing the theme and underlining the 

intellectual significance of the diary as a document. He emphasized that diaries are far more than 

personal records; they are spaces where memory, fieldwork, emotional responses, and reflexivity 

intersect. His talk moved seamlessly between the autobiographical, the ethnographic, and the 

political, offering an expansive view of how scholars have engaged with diary-keeping through 

time. Drawing on a rich archive of examples, Prof. Dasgupta discussed the works of early 

anthropologists such as Bronisław Malinowski and D.P. Mukherjee, both of whom kept detailed 

notes during their fieldwork. Malinowski’s diaries, in particular, revealed a contrast between his 

published anthropological writings and his personal frustrations, biases, and inner turmoil—raising 

critical questions about objectivity, subjectivity, and the politics of representation. From there, 

Prof. Dasgupta led the audience through an impressive range of writings by Margaret Mead, Franz 

Kafka, Francis Buchanan-Hamilton, Nirmal Kumar Bose, Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay and 

Anne Frank. He discussed how even non-sociological diaries like those of Kafka or Anne Frank 

provide critical insights into the human condition, often revealing what structured academic 

writings cannot. 

The lecture closed with reflections on the methodological tensions between autobiographical and 

academic writing, the shifting role of language, and the growing recognition of photographs, 

letters, and even informal notes as legitimate forms of knowledge production. A vibrant Q&A 

session followed, during which students and faculty explored the role of subjectivity in research, 

the reliability of archival material, and the recovery of marginalized voices. Questions were also 

raised about translation, representation, and the accessibility of subaltern diaries in contemporary 

scholarship.                                      
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