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NAME OF THE EVENT: Seminar - Gandhi’s Secularism: Traditional Roots and Modernist

Practice
DATE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE/SOCIETY COORDINATORS’ NAME
20" February 2025 | Department of History History Association Dr. Nuti Namita
Dr. Jhansi Rangu
TIME VENUE NUMBER OF NATURE: Outdoor/Indoor;
PARTICIPANTS online/offline/hybrid
10:00 a.m. to 12:30 | Seminar Hall 70 Indoor/offline
p.m.
FINANCIAL Yes ( Rs.5000)

SUPPORT/ASSIS
TANCE (if any):

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY

Dr. Neeraj Sahay Memorial Lecture

Gandhi’s Secularism: Traditional Roots and Modernist
Practice

OBJECTIVES

e To explore Gandhi’s vision of secularism, which balanced
traditional religious values with modern ideals of coexistence
and mutual respect.

¢ To analyze how Gandhi viewed India’s religious diversity as a
source of strength and unity rather than division.

e To discuss how Gandhi’s approach to secularism integrated
ancient wisdom with contemporary ideas of equality and social
justice.

e To reflect on the continued impact of Gandhi’s secular ideals
in addressing religious harmony and pluralism in modern
society.

oTo0 create a platform for scholars and students to engage in




discussions on the role of secularism in shaping India’s past,
present, and future.

METHODOLOGY

We invited Prof. Sucheta Mahajan to speak on the topic.

We encouraged students participate in this session. We made all
the necessary plans to hold the seminar. Prof. Mahajan
delivered an engaging lecture, and the session ended with an
interactive question and answer segment.

INVITED SPEAKERS
WITH AFFLIATION
DETAILS

Prof. Sucheta Mahajan is a retired Professor from the Centre for
Historical Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She
has held prestigious academic positions, including Gillespie Visiting

(IF ANY) Professor at the College of Wooster, Ohio, USA, Fellow at the Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, Fellow at the Rockefeller Foundation’s
Bellagio Center, and Visiting Professor at the Maison des Sciences de
I'Homme, Paris.

OUTCOMES e Students gained insights into how Gandhi combined

traditional religious values with modern ideas of equality and
coexistence.

e They explored Gandhi’s perspective on religious tolerance
and its role in building a united society.

e Students analyzed how Gandhi balanced historical beliefs
with contemporary democratic values.

eThey discussed the application of Gandhi’s secular ideals in
addressing modern challenges related to religious diversity.

e The seminar encouraged students to participate in debates and
academic conversations on secularism in India.

e Students reflected on how Gandhi’s principles can shape
policies and social attitudes towards religious harmony today.
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ori Venkateswara College
Department of History

Presents

4th Edition of
Dr. Neeraj Sahay Memorial Lecture

GANDRI'S SECULARIS:

Traditional Roots And Modernist Practice

By Prof Suchetn Mikgian

Sucheta Mahajan is a distinguished
historian and retired Professor from the
Centre for Historical Studies at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi. She has held
prestigious academic positions, including
Gillespie Visiting Professor at the College
of Wooster, Ohio, USA, Fellow at the Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, Fellow at the
Rockefeller Foundation’s Bellagio Center,
and Visiting Professor at the Maison des
Sciences de I'Homme, Paris.

20 FEB2025

10:30 A.M.

9 Seminar Hall

Association Teacher Student

In-charge In-charge Representative Chief Patron

Dr. Jhansi Rangu Dr. Nuti Namita Kunal Bhardwaj Prof. V. Ravi
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This is to certify that the Gandhi's Secularism ( seminar ) was successfully

conducted on 20th February 2025 from 10.30 am to 1 pm by Department

of History in the Offline mode and its event report has been submitted to

IQAC for records.
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