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NAME OF THE EVENT: ICHR CONFERENCE

DATE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE/SOCIETY COORDINATORS’ NAME
3 and 4" Nov History History Association Dr. Nuti Namita
2025
TIME VENUE NUMBER OF NATURE: Outdoor/Indoor;
PARTICIPANTS online/offline/hybrid
9amto5pm Seminar hall and new 150 Offline
committee room

FINANCIAL Funded by Indian Council of Historical Research
SUPPORT/ASSIS
TANCE (if any):

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY Delhi Through Ages

OBJECTIVES e To examine Delhi’s historical evolution from ancient to
modern times through multidisciplinary perspectives.

e To deepen students’ understanding of Delhi’s cultural,
religious, linguistic, and architectural transformations
across centuries.

e To highlight the role of Sufism, literature, art,
archaeology, and urban studies in shaping Delhi’s
identity.

e To correct common misconceptions about Delhi’s past
by presenting evidence-based interpretations from
leading scholars.

e To promote critical engagement with themes such as
sacred geography, heritage conservation, colonial
representation, and urban change.

e To provide a platform for scholars, students, and
researchers to interact with experts and explore diverse
methodological approaches to studying Delhi.
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To encourage appreciation for marginalized or
overlooked contributors to Delhi’s history, such as
tawaifs, Qawwals, eunuchs, women patrons, and
migrant communities.

METHODOLOGY

The two-day conference Delhi Through the Ages was
organized by the Indian Council of Historical Research
(ICHR) on 3-4 November 2025.

The event featured keynote lectures by eminent
historians including Dr. Swapna Liddle and Dr. Neekee
Chaturvedi.

Six academic panels were conducted, covering themes
like Sufism, baolis, sacred spaces, literary
representations, colonial urbanism, and heritage
conservation.

Scholars presented research-based papers drawing on
inscriptions, archival texts, archaeological reports,
artworks, poetry, oral traditions, and literary sources.
Presentations applied interdisciplinary methods,
including visual analysis, textual criticism, urban
morphology studies, and material culture interpretation.
The conference included sessions on heritage processes
such as UNESCO nominations and museum narratives,
supported by case studies (e.g., Charaideo Moidams,
Partition Museum).

A dedicated Q&A and feedback session allowed senior
historians (notably Dr. Swapna Liddle and Dr. Abhijeet
Kumar) to offer critiques, clarifications, and
recommendations.

Students and participants actively engaged with
presenters through discussions on historiography,
archival gaps, and reinterpretation of Delhi’s cultural
memory.

INVITED SPEAKERS
WITH AFFLIATION
DETAILS

(IF ANY)

Dr Swapna Liddle, Historian, author & art curator
Prof Raziuddin Aquil, Professor, Department of
History, University of Delhi

Dr Ranjeeta Dutta, Associate Professor, Centre for
Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Dr Vikramyjit Singh Rooprai, Historian & Author
Dr Deeksha Bhardwaj, Associate Professor,
Department of History, Gargi College, University of
Delhi

. Tanima Kumari, Assistant Professor, Department of

English, Lalit Narayan Mithila University,
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Dr Neekee Chaturvedi, Associate Professor,
Department of History and Indian Culture. Director,
Centre for Museology and Conservation, University of
Rajasthan

Dr. Shachi Meena, Assistant Professor, Department of
History, Ram Lal Anand College, University of

Delhi

Dr Ruchika Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department
of History, Mata Sundari College, University of Delhi.
Dr Rajni Chandiwal, Assistant Professor of History,
RV University, Bengaluru, Culture. Director, Centre for
Museology and Conservation, University of Rajasthan .
Dr. Namita Pandey, Associate Professor, Department
of Political Science, Sri Venkateswara College,
University of Delhi.

Dr. Alisha Parveen, Research Scholar, Centre for
Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Dr. Madhuri Sharma, Assistant Professor, Department
of History, Bharati College

Dr. Somi Chatterjee, Principal Conservation
Architect, Creative

Dr Vaishali, Assistant Professor, Liberal Education,
Sanskaram University

Anupama, Ph.D Research Scholar, University of
Liberal Arts, GGSIP University, New Delhi

Dr. Swati Shastri, Assistant Professor, Amity Institute
of Social Sciences

Dr. Rachna Mehra, Assistant Professor(Urban Studies
Program), School of Global Affairs, Dr. B.R.

Ambedkar University, Delhi

OUTCOMES

Participants gained a holistic and nuanced understanding
of Delhi’s long historical trajectory, from prehistoric
settlements to contemporary urban forms.

The conference clarified misconceptions regarding Sufi
practices, tawaif culture, linguistic evolution, and
colonial architectural motives.

Students learned how interdisciplinary approaches
enrich historical analysis, blending archaeology,
literature, art, religion, and urban studies.

Attendees recognized the importance of critical reading
of sources, questioning colonial biases, romanticized
memories, and gaps in archival representation.

The presentations highlighted the need to preserve
endangered heritage, such as baolis, vernacular
neighborhoods, and traditional performing arts like
Qawwali.

The event encouraged participants to reflect on heritage
politics, museum narratives, and the challenges of
conservation in a rapidly changing cityscape.




o The Q&A session fostered deeper academic curiosity,
prompting students to pursue further research on Delhi’s
sacred spaces, cultural identities, and historical
transformations.

e Overall, the conference strengthened engagement
between scholars and students, promoting informed,
analytical, and inclusive approaches to studying Delhi.
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EJ 6PS Map Camera

New Delhi, Delhi, India ==

H5q8+gfh, Dhaula Kuan Enclave I, Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi,
Delhi 110021, India

Lat 28.588708° Long 77.166654°

Monday, 03/11/2025 10:37 AM GMT +05:30

. _
\ & 6PS Map Camera

New Delhi, Delhi, India ==

Satya Niketan, 18, Benito Juarez Marg, Opposite Venkateswara ge,
Dhaula Kuan Enclave |, South Moti Bagh, New Delhi, Delhi 110021, India
Lat 28.588771° Long 77.166718°

Monday, 03/11/2025 10:23 AM GMT +05:30
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Schedule:

Day 1: 3 November
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This is to certify that the ILHR CONFERENCE ON DELHI THROUGH AGES

was successfully conducted on 3rd and 4th NOVEMBER 2025 from 9 am to

5 pm by Department of History in the Offline_mode and its event report has

been submitted to IQAC for records.
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