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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY

RESEARCH CONCLAVE 2025

Research Unites; Innovation Ignites!

A consortium of students, postgraduate researchers, and faculty of Sri
'Venkateswara College, to discuss research grants, showcase ongoing/ completed
research, and promote and encourage the spirit of research.

OBJECTIVES

1.

2.

To explore the possibilities, challenges and prospects of research funding
for faculty

To showcase and document recent research (ongoing/ completed) and
publications

To provide opportunities for undergraduate students to present their
research from SRIVIPRA and other internships

To demonstrate their innovative tools, prototypes, designs and ideas

To provide a platform for PhD scholars to discuss their doctoral
research.

METHODOLOGY

- Panel Discussion

- Oral Presentations

- Poster Presentations
- Interviews




INVITED SPEAKERS
WITH AFFLIATION
DETAILS

(IF ANY)

Dr. Garima Gupta
Scientist F, Department of Biotechnology (DBT)
Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India.

Dr. Anita Aggarwal
Scientist F, Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of
Science and Technology, Government of India

Mr. Soumanil Mukherjee
Consultant, Strategic Alliances Division, Office of the Principal
Scientific Advisor, Government of India.

Prof. Nirmal Kumar, Department of History, Sri Venkateswara College,
University of Delhi, India.

OUTCOMES

Detailed discussion about the possibilities, challenges and prospects of
research funding for faculty, followed by Q&A, that allowed for a
meaningful interaction and better knowledge about funding prospects
and practicalities.

Postgraduate and PhD students showcased their recent research
(ongoing/ completed) and publications coauthored with supervisors,
allowing for a documentation of the wide scope of research at SVC.

Poster presentations by undergraduate students who have completed
SRIVIPRA and other internships allowed all students, teachers to
acquaint themselves with the various projects undertaken by students,
understand the relevance of such research in contemporary times. It also
encouraged all students to know more about research prospects in their
own discipline, about the scope of interdisciplinarity, and participate in
such research internships in the near future.

Demonstration of innovative tools, prototypes, designs and ideas by
students ensured a greater outreach of the research among students and
faculties alike. The invited speakers of the panel discussion also
interacted with these students, thereby facilitating a meaningful
exchange about how such innovation projects could contribute to
initiatives of national importance.

Faculty interviews (Scholar Spotlight) documented and brought together
important information about the recent research carried out by faculty
members from various departments, for facilitating discussions about
prospective project and collaborations.
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EVENT POSTER:

SRIVENKATESWARA COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) &
College Research Committee (CRC)

14th Feb 2025

9:30 AM Onwards
Research Unites, Innovation Ignites!

Event Highlights
@ e Panel Discussion on ‘Funding for College Faculty’

U N\ » Poster and Oral Presentations by UG/PhD students
= \> » Scholar Spotlight - Faculty Interviews

» Exploring Research Opportunities

REGISTER NOW

:l. ""‘ For Sﬂm ME
E 3 Students 'I'n REGHS'I'ER

CRC Event Coordinators IQAC Patron
Prof. Anant Pandey  Dr. Urmi Bhattacharyya Dr. Richa Misra Prof. Vajala Ravi
Dr.Vandana Malhotra Dr. Muthabathula Prajna Dr. P. Jayaraj Principal
Dr. Ritika Singh Prof. Sharda Pasricha
Dr. Nisha Bohra Prof. Vartika Mathur




EVENT REPORT:

Sri Venkateswara College recently hosted a research conclave on the 14th of February, 2025. It was a
day-long event with a multitude of activities for both the faculty and the students. It was also a chance
for the students who were a part of Sri Vipra last year, to showcase their reports both in the forms of
oral and poster presentations. The event opened with the auspicious lamp lighting ceremony, followed
by felicitation of all the dignitaries. The Principal of Sri Venkateswara college, Prof. Vajala Ravi,
delivered the welcome address of the event, highlighting on the significance of research in the
development of the nation, and about the importance of research in NEP. This was followed by
speeches by the faculty members of IQAC, and the College Research Committee.

Panel Discussion:

The first event of the day was a panel discussion on ‘Funding for college faculty: Opportunities and
Challenges’. There were four Panellists for the discussion: Dr. Garima Gupta (Scientist F, Department
of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt. of India), Mr. Soumanil Mukherjee
(Consultant, Strategic Alliances Division, Office of the Principal Scientific Advisor, Govt. of India),
Dr. Anita Aggarwal (Head of Scientific Divisions, SEED, Department of Science and Technology,
Govt, of India), and Prof. Nirmal Kumar (Department of History, Sri Venkateswara College,
University of Delhi). Prof. Vartika Mathur (IQAC coordinator, Sri Venkateswara College) was the
moderator of the panel. The aim of the session was to focus deeply in securing information required by
faculty and researchers in harnessing the multitude of funding opportunities available.

The panel commenced with Prof. Mathur introducing the distinguished guests, and setting the context
of the event. She then began the discussion with her question to Dr. Garima Gupta, regarding the range
and scope of opportunities available for individual researchers and educational institutions for
technical and biotechnical innovation under DBT. Dr. Gupta started by talking about the plethora of
funding programme initiatives that are available in the present day, made possible by initiatives
undertaken by the Government of India. There has been a distinct change in how funding agencies
were viewed earlier in the day vis-a-vis now. 15 years ago, funding agencies were only sticking to
certain niches and this reduced the possibility of researchers to avail grants. Dr. Gupta talked
extensively about the Department of Biotechnology and how they now have a designated space for
grants and proposals, that is catering to all undergraduate science colleges. For students who wish to
pursue the 4th year of education, under the new education policy, DBT will offer even more research
opportunities. She focused extensively on the process of how a proposal is selected to be eligible for a
grant. It’s important to keep in mind that one’s proposal should have a bigger meaning. It should have
a vision and it should create an impact in society. Merely submitting a research proposal will not help.
The focus should be on what research is actually needed and not on where the maximum amount of
money is. If your proposal holds potential, you will be eligible for a suitable grant. The website of
DBT is very actively always calling out for research proposal submissions. Apart from this, she ended
by saying that there are research fellowships that are upcoming for students at all levels of their degree.
She wishes for more and more research proposals to come up, all of which are essential for the growth
and development of our nation.

The next panellist was Dr. Anita Aggarwal, to whom Prof. Mathur asked about the possibility of
international collaborations in applications submitted to DST. She began by talking about the various
international collaborations that DST is offering to students and faculty country wide. She further
spoke about the process of how a research proposal gets accepted for a grant. Currently only 5-7% of
the current proposals are accepted. This number is going to go down further in the coming time. The
criteria which one has to keep in mind are again the specific guidelines that are listed. She spoke about
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the interconnection of social sciences and natural sciences, and how working together for both the
disciplines will prove to be very meaningful and integral to the development of the nation. There is
also now an increasing number of entrepreneurs that we see. Even the government is actively creating
a lot of opportunities to bring in more industry and academia startups. This would help give students
and budding innovators a platform to bring their ideas to life without worrying so much about external
factors.

Moving on to the third panellist Mr. Soumanil Mukherjee, Prof. Mathur asked about the scope of
corporate social responsibility in the academia-industry alliance, about partnerships between industry,
academia, and start-ups for creating an innovative ecosystem, through coalitions and consortia both
national and international, through the PSA. Mr. Mukherjee focused on the various significant projects
and startups made possible through the intervention and support of the PSA in contemporary times. He
mentioned that the government is trying its best to create more centres of excellence for students and
researchers.

Prof. Mathur then proceeded to Prof. Kumar, to delve deeper into the problems and challenges of
funding in social sciences and humanities, and the prospective of interdisciplinary research. Prof.
Kumar spoke about his own projects on heritage and conservation that also ensured engaging with the
local community by proving livelihood opportunities in different places. He spoke about the challenges
and limitation of research funding in social sciences and how it is imperative to change this narrative.
He stated that funding agencies should be convinced about research proposals by deliberating on its
outcomes or generally looking at the potential impact of the project in securing meaningful change. He
also noted that there is a wave of interdisciplinary proposals that are starting to come about, which is
the need of the hour.

The panel discussion concluded with insightful closing remarks by Prof. Mathur, followed by an
interactive Q&A session featuring faculty members from both the science and arts departments. One of
the key topics of discussion revolved around the availability and allocation of funding for laboratory
facilities across the college. Several professors raised concerns about the need for consistent financial
support to enhance research infrastructure and ensure access to advanced equipment. Another
significant point of discussion was the reintegration of female faculty members into academia after
career breaks. Many professors expressed the challenges they faced in resuming their academic
pursuits and sought guidance on institutional policies, grants, and mentorship programs that could
facilitate their transition back into research and teaching. Faculties also inquired about the possibilities
of securing research funding through individual projects, seeking clarity on the university’s policies
and available grant opportunities. This led to an in-depth discussion on the various funding
mechanisms, including government grants, industry collaborations, and internal university provisions
designed to support faculty-led research initiatives.

The panellists additionally provided tips on selecting research topics, securing faculty mentorship, and
exploring opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration. Emphasis was also placed on preparing
students for higher academic pursuits, research fellowships, and professional careers in their respective
fields. The session concluded on a forward-looking note, with faculty members reaffirming their
commitment to fostering a strong research culture and supporting both students and colleagues in their
academic endeavours.

Oral Presentations
Following these discussions, the second session on Oral Presentations where Ph.D. students working

under various faculty members had the opportunity to showcase their research through publications
produced over the past year or through their ongoing research under supervision of faculties from Sri
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Venkateswara College. Each student was allotted eight minutes to present their findings,
methodologies, and key contributions to their respective fields.

These presentations served a dual purpose: they provided students with a platform to articulate and
defend their research while also fostering an environment of academic exchange and collaboration.
The session not only enhanced their confidence in public speaking and scholarly discourse but also
allowed them to receive constructive feedback from experienced faculty members and peers.
Furthermore, it offered valuable exposure to the broader research community within the institution,
encouraging interdisciplinary discussions and potential future collaborations.

By engaging in these discussions, students gained deeper insights into how their work contributes to
the wider academic landscape and were better equipped to refine their research for future publications,
conferences, and funding opportunities. This initiative underscored the institution’s commitment to
nurturing young researchers and fostering a culture of academic excellence.

Poster Presentations:

Another major attraction of the Research Conclave included the detailed poster presentations held in
the Rock Garden, showcasing research projects undertaken by undergraduate students as part of their
summer internships SRIVIPRA and other research internships. There were more than 40 posters
showcased across the rock garden, prepared and presented by students from various departments. From
Bioinformatic Analysis of Gene and MicroRNA Interactions, insights on reproductive ecology, air
pollution, traditional culinary techniques, artificial intelligence and machine learning, to understanding
debt crises in developing countries, the detailed works were visually and intellectually stimulating,
leading to interesting discussion between the students and teachers about prospective interdisciplinary
research. The poster presentations provided a platform for students to meticulously communicate their
research findings, methodologies, and key insights to faculty members, peers, and fellow researchers.
The interactive nature of the session encouraged meaningful academic discussions, allowing students
to receive valuable feedback and refine their work. Faculty members and mentors engaged with the
presenters, offering constructive critiques and insights on research methodologies, data interpretation,
and potential future applications of their work. Beyond serving as an academic exercise, the poster
presentations also played a crucial role in fostering a research-oriented mindset among undergraduate
students.

The day concluded with students and faculty also spending time at the interactive kiosks in the Rock
Garden, participating in interdisciplinary quizzes and visual games, celebrating the spirit of research in
Sri Venkateswara College.
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