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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY
TOPIC/SUBJECT OF
THE ACTIVITY . .
Alumni Lecture on Indigenous Knowledge and
Anti-colonial Discourse
OBJECTIVES

1) To understand the significance of indigenous
knowledge and traditional practices, and to promote
awareness of local histories, cultures, and traditions.

2) To examine the impact of colonialism on education,
culture, and knowledge systems.

3) To foster critical thinking on Eurocentric perspectives
and encourage alternative viewpoints.

4) To facilitate interaction between alumni and students,
linking academic discussions with real-life experiences
on decolonising knowledge.

METHODOLOGY




1) Introduction — The session began with an overview of
Indigenous Knowledge and Anti-Colonial Discourse.

2) Speaker Interaction — The alumnus shared his
perspectives on indigenous knowledge, education,
culture, and colonial influence.

3) Engagement and Discussion — Students participated
through questions and discussions, focusing on diverse
knowledge systems and indigenous perspectives.

4) Reflection and Conclusion — The session concluded
with reflection and an exchange of ideas, enhancing
understanding of the topic.

INVITED SPEAKERS

WITH AFFLIATION _ ;

DETAILS Mr. Martin Kamodang

(IF ANY) Assistant professor at Department of Sociology ;Jamia
Milia Islamia, Associate fellow at Indian Institute of Dalit
Studies

OUTCOMES

1) Enhanced Understanding — Students gained a
clearer understanding of Indigenous Knowledge and
Anti-Colonial Discourse.

2) Awareness and Recognition — Students recognised
the impact of colonial ideologies and the importance of
indigenous knowledge and practices.

3) Critical Thinking — Students were encouraged to
guestion dominant knowledge systems and consider
diverse perspectives.




4) Interactive Learning — The session promoted active
participation and connected theoretical learning with
real-life experiences.
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REPORT

The Department of Sociology organized an informative alumni lecture session on
September 1, 2026, featuring Mr. Martin Kamadong, Assistant Professor in the
Department of Sociology at Jamia Millia Islamia and Associate Fellow at the Indian
Institute of Dalit Studies, as the distinguished guest speaker. The event was initiated
by Anish followed by a formal introduction of the speaker by Dr. Padma
Priyadarshini. This was succeeded by a green welcome presented by Professor
Nabanipa Bhattacharjee, symbolizing warmth and respect. Rohan, a second-year
student, further extended the welcome by presenting a sample of tea bags as a
gesture of appreciation.

Mr. Martin Kamadong delivered a comprehensive lecture on the significance of
indigenous knowledge systems and their role in shaping alternative approaches to
justice beyond dominant western frameworks. He elucidated how a “colonised mind”
often compels individuals to evaluate their own culture through the prism of Western
science, rather than appreciating it on its own terms. Drawing upon the example of
the Tangkhul Naga community, he highlighted that their justice system is deeply
embedded in unwritten customary laws and functions alongside the formal state
judiciary, as recognized under Article 371C. Through illustrative examples, including
land disputes and conflicts over headmanship, he demonstrated how such
communities resolve issues through dialogue, consensus, and collective
participation. He further emphasized the concept of restorative justice, which
prioritizes healing, reconciliation, and the preservation of social harmony over
punitive measures. The discussion also underscored the strengths of these systems,
particularly their accessibility, affordability, efficiency, and cultural relevance. In
conclusion, he argued that indigenous knowledge systems possess the potential to
challenge Western dominance, foster sustainable human—environment relationships,
and engage constructively with modern academic knowledge to develop a more
holistic and inclusive framework of understanding.

During the session, the speaker engaged with the audience through an interactive
guestion-and-answer segment. Shifa Bano, Satwik Nanda, and Priyanshu actively



participated by posing questions and sharing their perspectives. Professor Nabanipa
Bhattacharjee also contributed her insights, thereby enriching the discussion and
enhancing the overall engagement of the session.

The session concluded with a formal vote of thanks delivered by Sheetoshna, who
expressed sincere appreciation to the faculty members, the guest speaker, and the
students for their invaluable support, active participation, and collective efforts in
ensuring the success of the event. Overall, the alumni lecture served as a significant
occasion for reconnecting former students with the Department of Sociology. It
provided a platform for the exchange of experiences, the strengthening of academic
and social ties, and the reaffirmation of the enduring relationship with the
department. The guest speaker’s reflections and insights further offered meaningful
guidance and inspiration to the students.
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FEEDBACK FORM & ANALYSIS
Link:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QqRVXLvmEOBTYhTjHxusszbUXtyLYu9dTWZ899N Vo48/edit

Institution/Organisation [_D Copy chart
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Section A: Objectives and Content

1.To what extent did the |LJ Copy chart
event achieve its
intended goals?

31 responses

@ Not at all

@ slightly

) Moderately
© Very well

@ Extremely well




Copy chart
2. How relevant was the

content to your
expectations or
academic or professional
needs?

31 responses

@ Not relevant
@ Sslightly relevant

) Moderately
relevant

@ Relevant
@ Highly relevant

3. How effectively were _l Copy chart
theoretical concepts

connected to practical
examples?

31 responses

@ Very ineffective
@ Ineffective

@) Moderate

@ Effective

@ Very effective




Section B: Engagement and Delivery

4. Did the presenters
encourage critical
thinking and discussion?

31 responses

5. How comfortable did
you feel sharing your
views or asking
questions?

31 responses

Copy chart

@ strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

® Agree

@ strongly agree

Copy chart

@ Very
uncomfortable

@ Uncomfortable
) Neutral
@ Comfortable
@ Very comfortable




6. Did the timing and L] Copy chart
pacing of the event

support meaningful

engagement?

31 responses

@ Very poor
@ Poor

@ Average
® Good

@ Excellent

Section C: Overall Experience

Copy chart
7. How satisfied were you

with the number and
structure of
sessions/activities?

31 responses

@ Very dissatisfied
@ Dissatisfied
) Neutral
@ satisfied
@ Very satisfied




26 responses

The Guest and his wisdom

Loved how it went beyond just delivering the speech about the topic and actually brought the realistic
examples via video screening which made the ideas and expriences of the speaker much more connective
and real

1. Session was impactful. it compelled me to think critically about Indigenous knowledge system.
2.session explore how we conlonised not physically but mentally.

The lecturer

The topic was interesting and the speaker made it interesting as well.

The way practical videos were shown by the chief guest along with how calmy he answered the doubts

The presentation have videos that show the tribal performing the mentioned ritual.

10. What aspects of the event could be improved?
25 responses
No suggestions

Communication can be improved by using Bi lingual communication. Like Hindi with english blend to make
a difficult concept easy.

| think the QnA round could've been extended a lil more (ofcourse time constraints were understable) but a
topic like this had a lot of scope for engagement and discussion Apart from this : THE EVENNNT WAS A
BLISS and WELL ORGANISED W

In session everything was outstanding

More clarity

Cannot think of anything right now.

Asking of the questions in the end could have been extended

11. Which topic or theme would you like to explore further in future events?

24 responses

Development, Artificial intelligence and its iImpact, Sociological theories in application, How india needs
sociologists

Probably - Gig economy & the new corporate slavery, caste in the "post caste” generation,or why people
often accept unfair rules w/o fighting back (related to how hegemony is at times seen as a general sense
of how tthings work in a particular sphere)

The topic or theme which | like to explore in future events Is SPIRITUALITY.

Reservation




12. Would you recommend this event to others interested in the topic? Copy (e h art

8. How would you
evaluate the overall
intellectual value of the
event?

31 responses

13. Would you attend similar events in future?

® Very low

31 responses ; p 3 e
Moderate

® High
@ Very high

14. Would you like an advanced course/session on this topic or a related topic to
be organized?
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