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BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY 

 

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF 
THE ACTIVITY  

 

 

Alumni Lecture on Indigenous Knowledge and 
Anti-colonial Discourse 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

 

1) To understand the significance of indigenous 
knowledge and traditional practices, and to promote 
awareness of local histories, cultures, and traditions. 

2) To examine the impact of colonialism on education, 
culture, and knowledge systems. 

3) To foster critical thinking on Eurocentric perspectives 
and encourage alternative viewpoints. 

4) To facilitate interaction between alumni and students, 
linking academic discussions with real-life experiences 
on decolonising knowledge. 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

 



1) Introduction – The session began with an overview of 
Indigenous Knowledge and Anti-Colonial Discourse. 

2) Speaker Interaction – The alumnus shared his 
perspectives on indigenous knowledge, education, 
culture, and colonial influence. 

3) Engagement and Discussion – Students participated 
through questions and discussions, focusing on diverse 
knowledge systems and indigenous perspectives. 

4) Reflection and Conclusion – The session concluded 
with reflection and an exchange of ideas, enhancing 
understanding of the topic. 
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Mr. Martin Kamodang 

Assistant professor at Department of Sociology ;Jamia 
Milia Islamia, Associate fellow at Indian Institute of Dalit 
Studies  

OUTCOMES 

 

 

1) Enhanced Understanding – Students gained a 
clearer understanding of Indigenous Knowledge and 
Anti-Colonial Discourse. 

2) Awareness and Recognition – Students recognised 
the impact of colonial ideologies and the importance of 
indigenous knowledge and practices. 

3) Critical Thinking – Students were encouraged to 
question dominant knowledge systems and consider 
diverse perspectives. 



4) Interactive Learning – The session promoted active 
participation and connected theoretical learning with 
real-life experiences. 
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REPORT 

 

The Department of Sociology organized an informative alumni lecture session on 
September 1, 2026, featuring Mr. Martin Kamadong, Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Sociology at Jamia Millia Islamia and Associate Fellow at the Indian 
Institute of Dalit Studies, as the distinguished guest speaker. The event was initiated 
by Anish followed by a formal introduction of the speaker by Dr. Padma 
Priyadarshini. This was succeeded by a green welcome presented by Professor 
Nabanipa Bhattacharjee, symbolizing warmth and respect. Rohan, a second-year 
student, further extended the welcome by presenting a sample of tea bags as a 
gesture of appreciation. 

Mr. Martin Kamadong delivered a comprehensive lecture on the significance of 
indigenous knowledge systems and their role in shaping alternative approaches to 
justice beyond dominant western frameworks. He elucidated how a “colonised mind” 
often compels individuals to evaluate their own culture through the prism of Western 
science, rather than appreciating it on its own terms. Drawing upon the example of 
the Tangkhul Naga community, he highlighted that their justice system is deeply 
embedded in unwritten customary laws and functions alongside the formal state 
judiciary, as recognized under Article 371C. Through illustrative examples, including 
land disputes and conflicts over headmanship, he demonstrated how such 
communities resolve issues through dialogue, consensus, and collective 
participation. He further emphasized the concept of restorative justice, which 
prioritizes healing, reconciliation, and the preservation of social harmony over 
punitive measures. The discussion also underscored the strengths of these systems, 
particularly their accessibility, affordability, efficiency, and cultural relevance. In 
conclusion, he argued that indigenous knowledge systems possess the potential to 
challenge Western dominance, foster sustainable human–environment relationships, 
and engage constructively with modern academic knowledge to develop a more 
holistic and inclusive framework of understanding. 

During the session, the speaker engaged with the audience through an interactive 
question-and-answer segment. Shifa Bano, Satwik Nanda, and Priyanshu actively 



participated by posing questions and sharing their perspectives. Professor Nabanipa 
Bhattacharjee also contributed her insights, thereby enriching the discussion and 
enhancing the overall engagement of the session. 

The session concluded with a formal vote of thanks delivered by Sheetoshna, who 
expressed sincere appreciation to the faculty members, the guest speaker, and the 
students for their invaluable support, active participation, and collective efforts in 
ensuring the success of the event. Overall, the alumni lecture served as a significant 
occasion for reconnecting former students with the Department of Sociology. It 
provided a platform for the exchange of experiences, the strengthening of academic 
and social ties, and the reaffirmation of the enduring relationship with the 
department. The guest speaker’s reflections and insights further offered meaningful 
guidance and inspiration to the students. 
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FEEDBACK FORM & ANALYSIS 

Link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QqRVxLvmEOBTYhTjHxusszbUXtyLYu9dTWZ899NVo48/edit 
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